
Collaboration Cluster

Collaborative policy-making and planning in the coastal zone

Theme 1 Governance

The challenge for coastal 
governance is to: 
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Theme 1

There are serious policy and planning implications for Australian 
coastal communities resulting from existing coastal pressures and the 
new pressures of climate change. Low-lying and erosion-prone coastal 
areas are more vulnerable to sea-level rise. Social disadvantage can 
worsen coastal vulnerability in regional areas. New sea-level policies 
tend to relate to new developments, leaving existing ecosystems and 
old infrastructure without adaptive plans. 

Port Geographe, Geographe Bay, WA. Image: L. Stocker
Erosion at South Beach, WA.  Image: L. Stocker

Winter Storm at Cottesloe, WA.  
Image: L. Stocker

Coastal governance is the 
set of processes and 
institutional arrangements 
through which decision 
makers and stakeholders 
influence actions and 
outcomes on the coast.  
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challenges and opportunities. Flagship Clusters are three-year partnerships between Flagships, universities and other public research agencies.
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Aims 
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Key Outputs 

E�A variety of tools and guidelines        
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Google Earth Participatory Mapping Workshop with Rottnest Island Authority, WA. Image: G. Burke.
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Research to date suggests 
that good governance 
for coastal adaptation: 

including: generic coastal sustainability 
strategy, scenario planning tool, 
governance analysis tool, Indigenous 
coastal website guidelines, Google 
Earth participatory mapping 
guidelines and a resources database.




